
Testimonial from Darlene Tynan, Town of Wolcott Tax Collector 

RE: Opposition for H.B. No. 7192 

 

My name is Darlene Tynan and I am the current elected Tax Collector for the Town of 

Wolcott.  I am here to stress the importance of retaining voter/taxpayer input in the election 

of a Tax Collector.  I believe it is better for the voters to elect a Tax Collector and not a few 

members of a Town Council or Board of Aldermen. There is a reason why so many towns and 

cities choose to elect its Tax Collector, the process is successful and it works.   

Wolcott has never received a survey or complaint regarding changing the election of a Tax 

Collector.  I’m not sure why the proponents of this bill felt this would be a fair decision on the 

legislator’s part when they have not reached out to any elected Tax Collector or any local 

governing body. I, for one, would consider it a mistake to take away the voters right to elect a 

Tax Collector of their choosing.    

In our town of just under 17,000, I chose to run for office back in 2013 due to a number of 

complaints and the fact that the prior Tax Collector was appointed by one political party. I 

was successful in my election bid and all of the taxpayers in the Town of Wolcott were given 

the opportunity to cast their vote and decide my fate.  I do not believe that this appointment 

should come from just nine individuals, which is the number of our legislative body in 

Wolcott.   

The Town of Wolcott had put together and created a Town Charter in 1964. Our Town Charter 

has been revised ten times with the last revision being in 2010.  A lot of time, energy, and 

thought went into our Town Charter. It works for us.   



If there were any concerns or issues regarding the appointment or election of a Tax Collector, 

Wolcott would have addressed those concerns in the drafting and redrafting of the charter.  I 

believe a Town or City should be able to implement and change its own charter.  I don’t 

believe that the legislature should attempt to fix something that is not broken.  I am not sure 

why this bill was even brought up for consideration in Wolcott.   

When we are not in our busy tax season, we are mailing out delinquent motor vehicle bill, 

delinquent real estate bill.  We are creating and mailing out our Water Assessment bills 

phases one through nine.  We are mailing out and collecting on our quarterly water 

payments. We are responsible for submitting our monthly reports to our Finance Office by 

the tenth of every month.   

We are currently foreclosing on a number of properties that we are selling through tax 

auction.  This is an extremely time- consuming process from beginning to end.  I am not sure 

the last time you took a home owner to court, but the battle is real and time consuming 

especially with bankruptcy.  Taxpayers come into our office on a daily basis for assistance.  I 

am sure this is the case in all Towns and Cities in Connecticut.  

 I take my job as the elected Tax Collector very serious.  I am proud of all of the successful 

accomplishments that we have made in this office since I was sworn in in 2013.   

I would ask you at this time to reconsider this bill and vote against it. I believe that the voters 

in my town and throughout Connecticut are smart and can make an informed decision.  

Please let the voters decide who should be Tax Collector.  After all, they are the one paying 

the taxes.     


